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FLORIDA HISTORY IN SPANISH ARCHIVES.
REPRODUCTIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA*
by CHARLES W. ARNADE
Spanish records distinguish themselves for their great length;
the flow of words seems endless, the innumerable details not
always to the point. They lack any businesslike method. Although
every imaginable problem is discussed, if one reads the Spanish
archives of Florida he is amazed to find that, for instance, little
or nothing is said about the attractiveness of the country. Rarely
one tells about her beautiful beaches, her waving palms, her
unexcelled climate and the fertility of her soil. The Spanish
records of Florida are not recommended for use by present-
day chambers of commerce except to give a historical flavor
to their promotion campaigns. It remained for a far distant
Peruvian Indian, a superb writer and chronicler, Garcilaso de
la Vega, to tell in print that Florida was largely neither sterile
nor swampy, but was a fertile land possessing all things that
human life needed.1 The Inca, Garcilaso, had forgotten that
the Spanish conquerors wished more than the rudiments for
human existence. They wanted to be rewarded by precious
metals for their dangerous adventures into the midst of the
wilds of the unknown Americas. Once Florida was proven to
be a futile land in the search for gold and other easy riches,
it became nothing more than a protective frontier to guard the
other Spanish lands abounding in mineral wealth. First in the
search for gold, and then as a garrison land, the history of
Spanish Florida lasted from 1513 to 1821, with only a twenty-
year interlude. Thus for three hundred years Florida belonged
to Spain, and has the longest recorded history of any of our
United States, challenged only by New Mexico. As James Alex-
* This paper was written for and read at the Annual Meeting of the Florida
Historical Society at Daytona Beach, April 15, 1955.
1. The Florida of the Inca, translated and edited by John Grier and Jean-
nette Johnson Varner (Austin, 1951), xxxviii.
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ander Robertson has put it, “Not one state equals it in length
of days of concrete history.“2
With regard to historical research these three centuries have
received little attention, while the 130 years of our national
government in Florida have been described in great detail. It
is not far wrong to say that for every fifty articles, monographs,
books, theses or term papers written on the other eras in Florida,
there are only two or three about the Spanish period.3 The
reasons are obvious: national sentiments, difficulty of language,
complicated script, and lack of access to Spanish source material.
A few excellent works on Spanish Florida have been written
and published. The volumes of Woodbury Lowery are classics.4
The eminent Herbert E. Bolton, in his many studies of the bor-
derlands, has included Florida very well.5 Isaac J. Cox has
dealt with Florida in a scholarly way.6 Two present-day out-
standing authorities on Latin-American history, Arthur P. Whit-
aker and Irving A. Leonard, in the early years of their careers
were interested in and wrote on Florida.7 But most of these
books were not written with especial interest for Florida, as
it constituted only a directly affected land within a larger subject.
Hence books dealing exclusively with Spanish Florida are only
too few. Other studies such as Chatelain’s The Defense of
Spanish Florida8 are imperative needs. The various volumes
published through the interest of John Batterson Stetson, Jr.








“The Significance of Florida’s History,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
VI (1927), 25.
Cf. Fla. Hist. Qy., passim. I-XXXIII (1908- ).
The Spanish Settlements . . . in the United States (New York and Lon-
don, 1901, 1905), 2 vols.
See especially
and the Southwest
The Spanish Borderlands;  a Chronicle  of  Old Florida
(New Haven, 1921), and infra, n. 38.
The West Florida Controversy, 1798-1813; a Study in American Di-
plomacy (Baltimore 1918 ), and infra, n. 10, pp. 150-166.
A. P.  Whitaker,  The Spanish-American Frontier ,  1783-1785 (New
York, 1927), and his Documents Relating to the Commercial Policy
of Spain in the Floridas (DeLand, Fla., 1931); I. A. Leonard, Spanish
Approach to Pensacola (Albuquerque, 1939).
(Washington, D. C., 1941), 192 pp. and 22 maps.
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Society were a noteworthy step in making available for research
Spanish records to those not well acquainted with Spanish or
old script. The unfinished task of Joseph B. Lockey on the late
Spanish period represents one needed contribution.
Spanish Archival Records
In order to write about Spanish Florida the primary material
must be available. Where is this basic raw material?
In colonial Spanish administration Florida occupied a peculiar
and somewhat vague and confused status. It was part of the
huge Viceroyalty of New Spain, whose viceroy resided in Mexico
City. But its relation to Mexico was mostly nominal. Spain’s
high regard for judicial theory and practice had resulted in
the fusion of executive, administrative and judicial powers, a
fusion not easily understood by the American-trained mind.
This blending finds its most notable expression in the colonial
administrative body called the Audiencia, a semi-juridical and
semi-political body, which many times wielded as much power
as the viceroy, or more. Florida was responsible to the Audiencia
of Santo Domingo. Yet the province was primarily a military
outpost and military matters were of great importance; there-
fore, in questions of defense and related problems the governor
of Habana, who was mostly concerned with defense, had a
great deal to say. All this represents a clear picture in theory,
but in practice the governor of Florida many times took matters
up directly with the colonial agencies in Spain, by-passing com-
plicated channels. 9 In summary, Florida was the victim of an
involved bureaucracy and had three superiors: Mexico City,
Santa Domingo and Habana. Sometimes she ignored them and
dealt with the royal offices in the motherland.
All this is important in archival studies: communications
went to and from Mexico City, to and from Santa Domingo, to
9. Cf. Maynard Geiger, The Franciscan Conquest of Florida (Washing-
ton, 1937), 6 and notes 15-17.
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and from Habana, and directly to and from Spain. Copies and
land records were deposited in the administrative offices in
Florida; first in Saint Augustine, and later in Pensacola also.
Therefore there were Florida records in Mexico City, Santo
Domingo, Habana, Saint Augustine and Pensacola. Due to the
great care of the Crown to conserve records, using many dupli-
cates, the records of the Viceroyalty, Audiencia, and military
governor were nearly all deposited in Spain in one single archive
in Seville. That is where the Mexico City, Santa Domingo and
Habana correspondence came to rest, with some minor ex-
ceptions and losses.
Archivo General de Indias
This great reservoir and center of Spanish Florida manuscripts
in Seville is the single most important source for the history
of Spanish Florida.
Those documents that remained at the home base in the
province of Florida were located, at the time of the transfer
to the United States, in Saint Augustine and Pensacola. The
odysseys of these two archives have been comprehensively and
clearly described in a study by that untiring scholar and expert
in Spanish manuscripts, Irene A. Wright.10 These manuscripts,
known as the West and East Florida Papers respectively, had
a long road of “vicissitudes”,11 except for many of the property
records. The West Florida Papers, through neglect, stupidity,
and frequent transfer disintegrated into a trifle, and apparently
the small remainder is now in the National Archives in Wash-
ington. 12 Their companions at Saint Augustine were more
fortunate and reached the sanctity of the Library of Congress
less decimated, although with heavy casualties. This is the col-
lection known today as the East Florida Papers, of approximately
10. “The Odyssey of the Spanish Archives of Florida,” in Curtis Wilgus,
ed., Hispanic American Essays (Chapel Hill, N. C., 1942), 171-201.
Cf. Who’s Who in America, 1926 for Miss Wright.
1 1 .  I b i d . ,  2 0 1 - 2 0 7 .
12. Ibid., 201-207.
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65,000 documents. They all are of the period from the re-
occupation of Florida by Spain in 1784 to the transfer of the
province to the United States in 1821.13 Ignoring stipulations
between Spain and the United States, the local Spanish authori-
ties shipped to Habana many records before their evacuation
of the province; but most of these were shady land records,
which might not stand up in an American court. The fruitless
efforts to rescue these manuscripts from the Spanish authorities
in Habana have been well described by Alfred J. Hanna.14
In summary, for a study of Spanish Florida in its totality, the
single most important archive is in Seville. This majestic
reservoir is unsurpassed by all others combined; though for the
second Spanish period Washington becomes as important as
Seville. But it should always be remembered that these are
not the only places where records of Spanish Florida are avail-
able. There are many other places, although of minor impor-
tance, where Florida material is located, and the eminent
scholar, James A. Robertson, has enumerated them well in one
of his articles in the Florida Historical Quarterly.15 But, as Dr.
Robertson says, “The student of Spanish Florida . . . [must] first
direct his steps, as a matter of course, to the Archivo General de
Indias, at Seville. There, whether or not he has been prepared for
what he must do, he will inevitably be astounded at the enormous
amount of the resources thrown open to him.“16 It must be said
that the researcher for Spanish Florida might ignore many of
the other depositaries where Spanish Florida manuscripts are
located, but he can never forget the Archives in Seville. If he
does, his final product will very probably be of an unacceptable
or mediocre nature, which might not stand the test of scholar-
ship.
13. Mabel M. Manning, “The East Florida Papers in the Library of Con-
gress,” Hispanic American Historical Review, X (1930), 392-397.
14. “Diplomatic Missions of the United States to Secure the Spanish
Archives of Florida” in Wilgus, ed., op. cit., 208-233.
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But a journey to Spain, although it is indeed pleasant, is
hardly something a scholar can often afford. The Florida State
Historical Society, which Mr. Stetson founded in 1921, began
as one of its first measures to remedy this. Previously, Jeanette
Thurber Connor had become interested in Florida history of
the Spanish period. More or less during the same years, Irene
A. Wright had made her residence in the town of Seville in
Spain, becoming an expert on this Spanish archive. Miss Wright
helped those who wished advice and aid about the Archive of
the Indies where she was working, and was helpful to Mrs.
Connor.
When John B. Stetson, Jr. of Philadelphia became interested
in and then enthusiastic about Florida’s history, he and Mrs.
Connor joined their interests and, as Dr. Robertson says, “This
quite naturally [led to] the formation of the Florida State His-
torical Society in 1921.“17 Mr. Stetson and Dr. Robertson car-
ried on the Society until 1933 when the last of its publications
appeared, and it ceased to exist.
Since the main purpose of the new society was to gather
primary research material, 18 it was imperative to secure copies
of the immense bulk of Florida manuscripts in Seville. This
great task, difficult as it was, was simplified by the happy co-
incidence that Miss Wright was still a free-lance researcher in
the Archive of Seville. As Mrs. Connor had used Miss Wright’s
invaluable services before, it followed that the new progressive
society, rich in both enthusiasm and dollars, turned to her as
“the medium of investigation”19 and procurer of the reproduc-
tions needed.
An executive secretary for the Society and editor for its
forthcoming publications must possess a thorough knowledge
17. “The Spanish Manuscripts of the Florida State Historical Society,”
American Antiquarian Society, n. s., XXXIX (1929), 17.
18. Florida State Historical Society, Charter and By-Laws (DeLand, Fla.,
1922), 9-10.
19. Robertson, A.A. S., op. cit., 16.
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of the early Spanish language and be familiar with the history
of the region. Mr. Stetson was more than fortunate when he
brought into the organization an outstanding scholar and dedi-
cated worker, James Alexander Robertson. Dr. Robertson was
given the title of Research Professor at Stetson University,
although his work lay in Washington where he lived. Here
was an eminent scholar with a world-wide background and with
an untiring zest for work that was astounding to those who knew
him. He was full of enthusiasm and behind him lay a career
of great experience and much publication and editing.20 The
Society could have found no one better. With Miss Wright in
Seville and Dr. Robertson in the United States, the stage was
set for the great undertaking of acquiring as much as possible
of the riches of Seville.
Miss Wright had decided to install a photostat machine in
the Archive there which would facilitate the task and speed up
the work, but at length it hurt the national pride of Spain as
the documents passed from the dusty shelves to the machine
and, from there, the reproductions to the United States. Not
until 1927 did government opposition to the machine become
effective. By the time the law was passed restricting reproduc-
tions on a large scale, most of the important material up to 1763
had been photostated. Subsequently an appropriate solution was
found with the help of Dr. Roscoe R. Hill, who had gone to
Seville for the Carnegie Institution of Washington to compile
his noteworthy guide to the Cuban Papers.21 As a considerable
amount of material dating after 1763 has come from the Archive,
it must be assumed that the solution, circumventing the re-
strictive law of 1928, was successful.
The depression of 1929 was severely felt by Mr. Stetson and
20. Curtis Wilgus, “The Life of James Alexander Robertson,” in Wilgus,
ed., op. cit., 3-14.
21. See Robertson, A.A.S., op. cit., 17-19; Roscoe R. Hill, Descriptive Cata-
logue of the Documents Relating to the History of the United States
in the Papeles Procedentes de Cuba (Washington, D. C., 1916).
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the Florida State Historical Society and the photostating and
publication enterprises of the Society had to be terminated; and
Dr. Robertson, being forced to give up this work, became the
Archivist of the State of Maryland.22 Fortunately when the
financial crash came, the work in Seville was coming to its
conclusion, and the collection in Washington had become a
satisfactory substitute reservoir for those who could not afford
to go to Seville. It possessed, if not all, most of the important
documents that Dr. Robertson and Miss Wright considered vital
in a study of Spanish Florida. Unquestionably, as available in
the possession of Mr. Stetson and Dr. Robertson, that was now
the outstanding source in the United States for the study of
Spanish Florida from its beginning until the American period.
To the University of Florida
The collection was moved from Dr. Robertson’s residence
to Mr. Stetson’s residence, and later, on sealed loan, to the
Library of Congress where these copies of many thousands of
documents were unavailable to scholars until 1954, when the
University of Florida, after several years of planning and nego-
tiation by Dr. Rembert W. Patrick, secured the collection by
gift of Mr. Stetson and by purchase, and placed it in the P. K.
Yonge Library of Florida History in the University Library.
The task of assembling, classifying, fastening together and
shelving has been virtually completed; and the collection is
now open to students and scholars, with a cordial welcome
awaiting them.
The photostats had been used when in the possession of
Dr. Robertson by a few students, and three candidates at
Catholic University in Washington used it for their disserta-
tions which have been published and constitute models of
thorough scholarship and research. Of these the work by Dr.
Maynard Geiger on the Franciscan Conquest of Florida prob-
22. Wilgus, op. cit., 11.
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ably represents the best single specialized volume on Spanish
Florida.23 This excellent book indicates that an almost un-
limited amount of scholarly research awaits those who use
these Spanish records of Florida.
Description of the Collection
In the collection are reproduced more than seven thousand
documents, of about 130,000 sheets.24 The first facsimile is
dated November 7, 1518, and is a royal decree concerning La
Florida.25 The last manuscript is dated 301 years, three months
and ten days later, on February 17, 1821, and is only an appli-
cation for the position of royal treasurer of Pensacola.26 Cover-
ing this long period of more than three centuries, here is the
greater part of the history of Spanish Florida. As Dr. Robert-
son, who might be called the father of the collection, says, it
tells of “the various Spanish explorations . . . attempts to found
permanent settlements . . . [appearance] of the French Hugue-
nots . . . colonization by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés . . . revenge
by Gourgues . . . the beginnings of government and administra-
tion; missionary enterprise; Indian revolts . . . pirate raids,“27 and
all the other great events that are written in the annals of
Florida’s history under the Spanish banner. But these gray
sheets will tell us much more, events not recorded in printed
history, many of minor importance, some of major significance.
Here is provided an abundance of source material for special-
ized monographs. It is not too much to say that these thousands
of documents can and will give flesh and blood to round out
the bare skeleton that we know today as the history of Spanish
Florida.
23. The others are: Lawrence Carroll Ford, The Triangular Struggle for
Spanish Pensacola, 1689-1739 (Washington, 1939); Michael J. Curley,
Church and State in the Spanish Floridas (1783-1822), (Washington,
1940).
24. This count is based on an insurance evaluation.
25. Photostat collection from AGI (Seville), 139-5-5. Hereafter cited as
PC-AGI.
26, Pensacola, February, 1820, PC-AGI, 87-2-26, St. D. 2645, 3 folios.
27. A.A.S., op. cit., 8.
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Chronology
The number of documents is proportional to chronology:
whereas there are some very interesting ones on the sixteenth
century, the amount of material of the following century is much
more abundant, and the number of manuscripts for the seven-
teen hundreds is astounding. The names of the famous con-
quistadores run throughout the collection and there is much
important, curious, and new information on them. It might
be disappointing to learn that little Ponce de León material is
available, with the exception of a few isolated documents that
carry his original signature. If little is known about him, his
descendents seemingly plague the history of the Spanish colony.
For example, in the 1640’s, Nicolas Ponce de León even occupied
the provisional governorship of the province28 and was always
addressing letters to the king, wishing better terms for himself
and then for Florida.29 Before stating his worries about the
province, he always asked for an increase of salary.
One of the most amazing documents is a more than four-
hundred page record of a lawsuit between the lovely widow of
Hernando de Soto,30 Ysabel de Bobadilla and a Hernán Ponce
de León, probably a close relative or even brother of Juan.
Hernando and Hernán had been intimate friends and had signed
a contract in Peru stipulating that whatever belonged to one
should belong to the other. De Soto never broke the promise
and in his will he gave half of his belongings to Hernán Ponce
de León, who thereby acquired half of Florida at the Adelan-
tado’s death! Ysabel, De Soto’s widow and daughter of the rough
conqueror of Nicaragua, Pedrarias, indeed a charming and
cunning lady, challenged the right of her husband to give away
28. See Kathryn Abbey Hanna, Florida Land of Change (Chapel Hill,
N. C., 1941), 375.
29. Saint Augustine, August 5, 1674, PC-AGI, 54-5-11, 3 folios.
30. “Proceso de doña Isabel de Bobadilla, mujer que fue del Adelantado
Soto con Hernán Ponce de Leon sobre la herencia de la companía
que dis [sic] que hubo entre los dichos Hernán Ponce y Hernando
de Soto, 1546, PC-AGI, 50-2-55/10, justicia 75 (two Legajos), 350,134
folios.
10
Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 34 [1955], No. 1, Art. 6
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol34/iss1/6
46 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY
half of his estate to even his closest friend. It was a long and
drawn-out suit, full of color, viciousness and lies, disputing the
riches of North America. As happened so often in old Spanish
judicial proceedings, the suit outlived its participants. Hernán
Ponce de León had died, as had Ysabel, and she was childless.
So what was the use of the 400 folios, except to give us intimate
glimpses of life in those distant times.
C a p i t u l a c i o n e s  a n d  Adelatados
Unquestionably the most interesting and valuable documents
are three heavy bundles, totaling over one thousand pages, in
which royal decrees are assembled.31 The first two bundles
are what is called capitulaciones, which means a sort of contract
or list of instructions that the Crown gives to whomever it en-
trusts the discovery and settlement of new lands. These ad-
venturers are known as the Adelantados. Ponce de León, Vaz-
quez de Ayllón, Pánfilo de Narvaez, Hernando de Soto and
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés were all Adelantados of Florida. Each
one was bound by a capitulacion which “determined the obli-
gations of the individual and of the crown and the privileges
accorded to the former.“32 Usually a capitulacion is a long and
explicit document and gives many details of mutual obligations.
For example, paragraph four of the capitulacion of Pánfilo de
Narvaez says that he can during his whole life bring into Florida,
free from taxes, any kind of merchandise and horses necessary
for the settlement of that land as long as he does not do busi-
ness with this merchandise.33 These two bundles contain part




Infra, notes 34, 33 (331 folios); “Libro de la Florida de capitulaciones
. . . . 1517 [sic, 1527] —  1578, PC-AGI, 32-4-29/35, 334 folios (This
legajo and infra, n. 33 are two bundles with indentical  titles).
Roscoe R. Hill, “The Office of Adelantado,” Political Sciences Quarterly,
XXIX (1913), 657.
“Libro de la Florida de capitulaciones y asientos de governadores y
generales y adelantamiento . . . .” PC-AGI, 32-4-29/35, f. 15.
11
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Cedularios
The third bundle of documents has over five hundred pages
and is called Cedulario de la Florida or a collection of all royal
cedulas from 1570 to 1604 having to do with the province.34
These royal decrees deal with a great variety of matters includ-
ing the whole administration. While many are important and
interesting, others are of negligible value. Such is a royal cedula
with the customary signature, “El Rey,” The King, requesting
the governor of Florida to transfer back to Spain Private Anton
Muñoz, who for some unexplainable reason has been held in
the province of Florida for ten years without being permitted to
bring over his wife and children.35 Naturally a study of royal
cedulas can always be looked upon with a suspicious eye. These
were laws promulgated by the Crown with good and honest
intentions, but nobody obeyed them in the colonies. They were
destined to go on the statute book, and that is that and no more.
Yet from a study of a cedulario one can deduce the policy and
attitude of the Crown toward Florida. Where else than in a
cedulario can one get a birds-eye view of the fiscal administra-
tion of the province in the absence of other more detailed
records?
Resides the cedularios, or bundles of collected cedulas for
given periods, the collection is full of isolated royal cedulas
on all imaginable topics, but mostly orders to grant pensions.
Indeed pension requests plague the collection and evidently
there was no defined policy in regard to them. If one wished
and thought he deserved a pension he applied to the Crown,
which after much red tape and a great amount of writing and
investigating usually came forward with a royal cedula granting
the pension. It often happened that the lucky grantee had in
the meanwhile died. In all, royal cedulas constitute a great
bulk of the manuscripts and are of certain merit, but at the
34. PC-AGI, 86-5-19, St. D. 2528, 593 folios.
35. San Lorenzo, May 20, 1592 in supra, n. 34 f. 357.
12
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same time take up much space with useless and ridiculous
matters. Much more interesting and important are the many
letters and reports of the governors to higher authorities, which
portray with gross realism the actual problems and shortcomings
of the province. If the royal cedula embodies an idealism out
of touch with actuality, the governors’ writings sketch reality
and therefore are important to the historian. For example, an
ever present problem was the question of who would act as
governor in case of death and until the Crown could appoint
a new man. Until the death notice reached Spain and the
appointment was approved and sent back, more than a year or
even two would elapse, and in the meanwhile confusion and
inaction prevailed in the colony. With this in mind, Governor
Juan Marquez Cabrera wrote a strong memorandum to the
Crown demanding a solution to this problem, and advising that
each governor appoint a provisional governor who would suc-
ceed him in case of his death.36 It is hardly possible to believe
that the Crown accepted this idea. Unquestionably the gover-
nors’ writings give as good a picture as one can get of the basic
problems of the colony and the eternal inaction of the Crown.
International Rivalries
The centuries following the conquest and consolidation are
intimately tied up with the great international rivalries that
developed on the North American continent, when haughty
Spain was challenged by ambitious newcomers. The Spanish
side of the story is well documented in the collection with in-
numerable manuscripts of importance and interest. There is
an interesting bundle of 461 folios called “Testimony of Rights”
dated in 1739, just before the War of Jenkins’s Ear, between
Spanish Florida and English Georgia.37 Serious negotiations
36. Saint Augustine, June 28, 1683, PC-AGI, 54-4-11, 7 folios.
37. PC-AGI, 86-7-21; see E. M. Coulter, Georgia, a Short History (Chapel
Hill, 1947), 43.
13
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were going on between Spain and England to determine their
borders. Spain was frantically wanting to restrict the English
expansionist mood. The governor of Habana requested the
governor of Florida, Manuel de Montiano, to go in search of
documents in the provincial archives to prove Spain’s just claim
to Georgia. Montiano diligently dug up and transcribed, mostly
from the archives of out-of-the-way monastaries, sixteen interest-
ing documents which he thought were basic for any legal de-
mand of Spain for lands occupied by England. This testimony
deserves translation and publication, for it complements Antonio
de Arredondo’s historical proof of Spain’s title to Georgia, edited
and published by Professor Bolton.38
Enthusiastic and diligent research in the collection can pro-
vide new and interesting aspects of the greater part of the
history of Spanish Florida. Let me cite only one that has come
to my attention and deals with the Florida Keys. According to
the interesting book by Judge Jefferson B. Browne on the history
of Key West, little was or is known about the Keys before 1800,39
yet a document in Seville dated in 1764 reveals much about
these islands then. This was soon after the English had ac-
quired Florida and the provisional governor of East Florida
was Major Francis Ogilvie. In May, 1764, eight months after
the delivery of Saint Augustine to the English, a Spanish com-
missioner, Juan Josef Elixio de la Puente, came to Saint Augus-
tine in order to “dispose of the remaining [Spanish] property.“40
But instead, Ogilvie and de la Puente soon engaged in a violent
discussion about the Keys. Ogilvie raised the question and said
that he was occupying the islands because they belonged to
Florida. De la Puente, taken by surprised, first professed ignor-
38. Herbert E. Bolton, ed., Arredondo’s Historical Proof of Spain’s Title to
Georgia (Berkeley, 1925) 382 pp.
39. Jefferson B. Browne, Key West, The Old and the New (Saint Augus-
tine, 1912), 226 pp.; cf. Rembert W. Patrick, ed., “William Adee
Whitehead’s Description of Key West,” Tequesta (Miami), no. 12
(1952), 62-63.
40. Charles Loch Mowat, East Florida as a British Province (Berkeley,
1943), 8.
14
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ance of the Keys but then insisted that they belonged to Cuba
and were not included in the peace treaty and England had no
right to occupy and demand these islands. However, de la
Puente felt that he was not authorized to engage further in
this delicate discussion and upon his return submitted to the
Crown a memorandum with a detailed description of these
Keys, advising the king to do his utmost to recover the islands
because they were vital to the defense of Cuba and were not
a part of the province of Florida. Seemingly the report by de la
Puente has been unknown and unpublished, and provides a
basic document in the history of our Florida Keys.41
These are examples taken at random, without any particular
topic in mind, just as picking any flower that strikes one’s eye
in a huge garden.
The photostat collection is a basic addition to Florida history
and is now open to the student and scholar. The University
of Florida, in acquiring the documents and organizing them for
use, has been confident that they will not rest in oblivion in
their steel cases in our Library of Florida History, but that soon
these facsimile records will become an important part of research
in the past of our State. And since treasure hunting is very
much in vogue these days it might be of interest to say that,
according to a document in the collection, sixteen Frenchmen,
before their death at the hands of Menéndez de Avilés, buried
35,000 pieces of gold. The big question is where they buried it,
and that is left to the hunter. The document tells little.42
The history of Spanish Florida deserves more attention, and
thanks to Mr. Stetson, Dr. Robertson, Miss Wright, and the
University of Florida, here is a stepping stone —  even a flight
of steps —  to that goal.
41. PC-AGI, 87-1-5, 24 folios.
42. “Capitulo de carta que dice que Juau Fernandez de Cea, vecino de la
Isla Tercera ha comunicado que in Guillermo Frances le descubrió
lermo con 16 compañeros franceses enterranon 30 a 35.000 ducados
que al tiempo que Pedro Menendez fue a a Florida, el dicho Guil-
en dinero y la artillería de las naves que se perdieron; que fueron
presos por Pedro Menendez poco despues y les cortó la cabeza a
todos logrando escapar dicho Guillermo Madrid, Octubre 22, 1567,”
PC-AGI, 41-6-4/39, 2 folios.
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